
 

Welcome to SHAAP’s weekly media monitoring service: 24 February 2022 – 03 March 2022 

 

NEWS 

UK hospitality venues stop serving Russian vodka 

A host of UK bars and hospitality firms have stopped the sale of Russian vodka due to the continuing 

invasion of Ukraine (The Independent, 1 March). This story was covered in The Daily Mail, The 

Belfast Telegraph, The Sun, The Morning Adviser, The Evening Standard and City A.M.  

Shortage of in-patient treatment places in England 
Organisations which provide in-patient treatment for alcohol addiction say their funding has not 

kept up with demand and has been slashed nationally over the last five years (BBC News, 26 

February).  

Alcohol described as ‘prominent factor’ in ambulance attack rise 

Ambulance staff shouldn't have to fear being attacked, a chief has said after figures revealed the 

number of incidents in the region has nearly doubled over the last five years (The Shropshire Star, 28 

February). This story was covered in BBC News, The Independent and itv news.  

CAP and BCAP introduce new regulations for low-alcohol drinks 

Following a public consultation, the Committee of Advertising Practice (CAP) and UK Code of 

Broadcast Advertising (BCAP) have introduced changes to the regulations in place for advertising 

‘low-alcohol’ drinks, placing significant restrictions on comparisons of alcoholic strength in 

advertising (The Grocer, 1 March).  

New product tests nail clippings for drugs and alcohol 
Parents can now test their children's nail clippings for signs of drug and alcohol use as the UK's first 

at-home, ‘peace-of-mind' nail test kit goes on sale for £199 (The Daily Express, 2 March).  

 

Views & Comments  

'The dangers of drinking during pregnancy need to be taken more seriously' 
By Miriam Stoppard. The Daily Mirror, 24 February. 
“Up to one in 30 children could have symptoms of Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder, such as learning 
difficulties, writes Dr Miriam Stoppard, and the topic has been overlooked for far too long.” 
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Janet Devlin: Alcoholism 'still incredibly taboo in NI' 
By Paul Lawlor. BBC News, 28 February. 
“At the age of 16, Janet Devlin looked like she had the world at her feet.” 

Do you have anxiety and drink alcohol to cope? It could be making things worse 

By Zalika Rizmal. Abc news, 26 February. 

“Bree Hayden always thought alcohol was easing her anxiety. Since adolescence, she used it to calm 

the uncomfortable feelings she often experienced.” 

Do negative emotions inhibit our ability to avoid alcohol? 

By Christine Clark. The Financial, 1 March. 

“That people often turn to alcohol when experiencing negative emotions is well-known (hence the 

phrase ‘drowning one’s sorrows’).” 

Alcohol addiction symptoms: The 13 signs you're not just a 'casual drinker' 
By Izzie Deibe. The Daily Express, 24 February. 

“Alcohol addiction is more common than you'd think - there are more than 602,000 dependent 

drinkers in England alone.” 

America's Alcohol Crisis Has Hit 'Rock Bottom' 
By Jonathan Hunt-Glassman. The International Business Times, 27 February. 
“Nearly one in five Americans drinks heavily. That's the takeaway from a new Harris poll, which 

defines "heavy drinking" as women having four or more drinks in a sitting, and men five or more, at 

least twice a week. “ 

‘Hard-partying bands are the outliers now’: how rock’n’roll broke up with booze and drugs 

By Hannah May Kilroy. The Guardian, 25 February. 

“Musicians and their crew used to be notorious for their booze and drug consumption on tour. Now, 

however – partly thanks to the pandemic – there’s support for those who would rather try to stay 

sober.” 

Miranda From ‘And Just Like That’ Wasn’t The Only One Drinking Too Much 

By Maia Niguel Hoskin. Forbes, 27 February. 

“The “Sex and the City” reboot “And Just Like That” went viral after an episode broached the topic of 

alcohol abuse.” 

 

Blogs 

Alcohol in the workplace: No way to run a company… or a country 
By Andrew Misell. Is it time to call a halt to the macho culture of long hours and alcohol that still 

prevails in some sectors? 

(Alcohol Change UK, February 2022) 

Why sober inclusion matters 

Narmeen Kamran, event director at Desert Island Events, tells CN why sober inclusion is vital at 

events, and how it's part of the wider topic of diversity and inclusion. 

(Conference News, 2 March) 

Insights from experience – alcohol and suicide 

In this blog, Sarah Marsay from Samaritans and Robin Pollard from With You talk about recent work 
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from the Suicide Prevention Consortium to capture the views of people with lived experience of 

alcohol use, suicidality and/or self-harm. 

(Society for the Study of Addiction, 2 March) 

Four nations, 15 years: alcohol policy in Wales 

In this edition, Andrew Misell of Alcohol Change UK examines how alcohol policy has changed in 

Wales during the lifetime of the AHA. 

(Alcohol Health Alliance, 2 March) 

ICYMI: Public health alcohol policy finally triumphs as MUP commences in Ireland 

In this post, Eunan McKinney briefly describes the introduction of minimum unit pricing (MUP) in 

Ireland, which occurred at the start of 2022 and reflects on the challenges posed by industry and 

industry-aligned media to MUP and alcohol policy in general. 

(SHAAP, 14 February) 

 

Watch/Listen  

Managed Alcohol Programme (MAP) Knowledge Exchange- SHAAP  
In case you missed it, SHAAP's MAP Knowledge Exchange Webinar was held on Wednesday 23 

February over Zoom. The webinar was chaired by SHAAP Steering Group Members Dr Peter Rice and 

facilitated by Dr Iain Smith (120 min, video).  

Tackling alcohol harms in Scotland – The Scottish Parliament TV 

On 1 March 2022, the Health, Social Care and Sport Committee heard evidence on alcohol harms in 

Scotland from a panel of witnesses, indulging SHAAP Director Elinor Jayne (120 min, video).  

Harnessing our health data. If we don't measure it, we can't manage it. 
Recording of an Alcohol Action Ireland and UCC webinar on 23 Feb 2022 to mark the publication of a 

report from AAI and UCC School of Public Health: Global Burden of Disease: Estimates of alcohol use 

and attributable burden in Ireland (62 min, video).  

Alcohol Alert - February 2022 – Institute of Alcohol Studies 

This month’s alcohol alerts covers the following topics: Wine bottles contain 0-15 teaspoons of 

sugar; Lords' demands better product labelling; Alcohol industry lobbies via WTO; Utah's lower drink 

drive limit saves lives (20 min, audio).  

ADHD and maternal substance use with Elis Haan – Society for the Study of Addiction 

Dr Elis Haan talks to Dr Rob Calder about ADHD and maternal substance use. Elis discusses her 

recent paper exploring the impact of alcohol, caffeine and tobacco during pregnancy on ADHD 

outcomes in young people (17 min, audio).  

 

Research 

Alcohol and Prostate Cancer 
A new study analysed the evidence both for and against the role of alcohol in the development of 

prostate cancer and concluded that, overall, high alcohol intake of any type, especially binge 

drinking, is associated with increased risk of prostate cancer (doi: 10.3390/biom12030375). 
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Cross-country analysis of alcohol consumption during COVID-19 times 

A new cross-country analysis of trends in alcohol consumption in relation to the COVID-19 pandemic 

focused on  identifying and understanding the initial impacts the pandemic had amongst alcohol 

consumers, and highlighted key similarities and differences across national alcohol markets (doi: 

10.1016/j.ijgfs.2021.100397). 

Daily goal setting for people with AUDs 

This research explored the role of daily goal setting among individuals with Alcohol Use Disorders 

(AUDs) and found that while abstinence was the most common daily drinking goal, those who set it 

were also those who drank more per drinking occasion (doi: 10.1016/j.dadr.2022.100036).  

How the density of bars and restaurants affects parents’ alcohol use 

A new study assessed alcohol outlet density and drinking behaviours in parents and found that 

parents who lived or had activities in neighbourhoods with lots of bars and restaurants drink more 

often and in higher volumes (doi: 10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2022.109352).  

Managing negative recovery capital during addiction recovery pathways 

A new study looked at the life-narratives of 30 people in recovery to explore how the pains of 

recovery (push factors) alongside different forms of recovery capital (pull factors) impact upon and 

are managed differentially at distinct phases of the recovery journey. Findings highlighted the need 

for policy and practice to reduce the pains of recovery, which rarely led to positive changes (doi: 

10.1080/16066359.2022.2039912).  

Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD): An update on policy and practice in Australia 
This paper outlines developments for the prevention of FASD and the diagnosis and support of 

children and young people living with FASD in Australia and describes some of the key policy and 

practice initiatives since 2016 (The Australian Institute of Family Studies).  
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