
 

Welcome to SHAAP’s weekly media monitoring service: 12 May 2022 – 19 May 2022 

 

NEWS 

Wearable alcohol sensor developed by scientists 
Scientists have developed a new wearable sensor that they say can help social drinkers better 

manage their alcohol consumption (The Independent, 16 May). This story was covered in Healthline.  

New study finds that parents are unaware of teenage drinking guidance 

Many parents are unaware of official guidance on when their teens should have their first alcoholic 

drink, according to a new report (The Independent, 17 May). This story was covered in The Daily 

Record.  

British Army to provide funding for soldiers to recover from harmful alcohol use  
Project Reset – a scheme delivered by Humankind to help soldiers in North Yorkshire recover from 

problematic alcohol use and gambling – has received further funding from the British Army to 

continue its important work for another year (Human Kind, 11 May).  

The village in England helping people recover from alcohol and drugs 

At a time when deaths from drugs and alcohol are at an all-time high, a town in north-west England 

has caught the attention of the government's senior drug advisor (BBC News, 17 May).  

Disney+ won’t advertise alcohol to remain family friendly 

Not every marketer is likely to get its commercials on a new ad-supported version of Disney+ 

(Variety, 17 May). This story was covered in The New York Post, The Drum, Los Angeles Magazine 

and CNET.   

New report finds that under 16s’ exposure to alcohol TV ads has plummeted 

Welsh children watch the most TV and are exposed to highest number of gambling ads compared 

with under-16s in England, Northern Ireland and Scotland (Campaign, 12 May). Read the report.   

Minimum Pricing in Ireland is a boost to big alcohol brands 
C&C’S deal to exit Admiral Taverns while retaining a contract to supply the UK pub chain constitutes 

is a “win-win” for the Irish drinks group, according to CEO David Forde (The Independent.ie, 18 May). 

Alcohol companies are getting free advertising from awnings 

Drinks companies are getting “free alcohol advertisements” by providing partitions and awnings with 

their logos on them for pubs and restaurants offering outdoor dining (The Irish Examiner, 12 May).  

https://www.independent.co.uk/tech/wearable-sensor-alcohol-drinking-management-b2079785.html
https://www.healthline.com/health-news/a-wearable-sensor-that-measures-glucose-alcohol-could-it-become-a-reality
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/government-england-nhs-b2080482.html
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/lifestyle/right-age-children-drink-alcohol-26988304
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/lifestyle/right-age-children-drink-alcohol-26988304
https://humankindcharity.org.uk/project-reset-funding/?utm_source=Communications%2C%20Policy%20and%20Research&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=13201144_AHA%20newsletter%20-%2019%20May%202022&utm_content=Project%20reset&dm_i=1V12,7UY2G,7963MC,W35H5,1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-61309894
https://variety.com/2022/tv/news/disney-plus-advertising-rules-kids-commercials-1235265430/
https://nypost.com/2022/05/17/disney-wont-take-ads-for-alcohol-politics-amid-florida-flap/
https://www.thedrum.com/news/2022/05/18/disney-has-the-power-determine-the-future-streaming-ads-and-it-just-did
https://www.lamag.com/citythinkblog/disney-lays-down-ad-rules-no-booze-no-politicians-no-competition-no-booze/
https://www.cnet.com/tech/services-and-software/disney-plus-cheaper-tier-with-ads-set-to-guard-its-family-friendly-image/
https://www.campaignlive.co.uk/article/under-16s-exposure-gambling-alcohol-tv-ads-plummets-asa-says/1755699
https://www.asa.org.uk/news/asa-report-ongoing-decline-in-children-s-exposure-to-age-restricted-tv-ads.html
https://www.independent.ie/business/irish/bulmers-owner-says-minimum-pricing-boosts-big-brands-41661415.html
https://www.irishexaminer.com/news/arid-40871054.html


Outdoor alcohol consumption laws to be extended in Ireland 

The Government is to extend a temporary law to make sure the sale and consumption of alcohol in 

outdoor seating areas of pubs and restaurants can continue during the summer months (The Irish 

Times, 17 May). This story was covered in The Irish News and The Independent.ie.  

 

Views & Comments  

The WHO Foundation should not accept donations from the alcohol industry 
By June Yue Yan Leung and Sally Casswell. The British Medical Journal, 16 May. 
“The WHO Foundation, established to fundraise for WHO, does not explicitly preclude funding from 

the alcohol industry, exposing WHO to potential influence by the industry’s conflicting interests.” 

Does the alcohol industry donate to the WHO foundation? 
Open Access Government, 18 May. 

“The WHO foundation should not accept donations from the alcohol industry, according to reviewers 

of the loopholes in the Gift Acceptance Policy.” 

Does Westminster have an alcohol problem? 

By Chas Bewkey-Burden. The Week, 12 May. 

“Research showing MPs more likely to drink excessively has fuelled concern about Parliament’s 

‘poisonous’ drinking dens.” 

More nuance in liquor licensing can serve public health 

By Kay Harrison. Medical Xpress, 17 May. 

“A new toolkit that provides data on alcohol-related harm and licensed premises helps new liquor 

license applications be considered within their local health context, a UNSW alcohol policy researcher 

says.” 

Portman Group CEO weighs in on ASA changes to low-alcohol marketing 

By Charlotte Rawlings. Campaign, 12 May. 

“The amendment means fewer limitations on promotion of low-alcohol beverages.” 

Assessing alcohol data is a complex task 

By Jennifer Flynn. The Irish Times, 16 May. 

“Sir, – As the national charity working to prevent and reduce alcohol misuse in Ireland, Drinkaware 

welcomes the recently announced figures showing a decline in alcohol consumption of 9.6 per cent 

between 2019 and 2021.” 

Alcohol industry and public health 

By Paula Leonard. The Irish Times, 19 May. 

“Sir, – I refer to the letter from the alcohol industry-funded Drinkaware (“Assessing alcohol data is a 

complex task”, May 16th).” 

Irish drinkers’ relationship with alcohol is changing as boozing habits decrease by 30 per 

cent in 20 years 

By Eunan McKinney. The Irish Sun, 16 May. 

“Irish boozing appears to be on the decrease, according to new figures.” 

How the Low- and No-Alcohol Movement Is Reshaping the Future of the ‘Drinking 

Occasion’ 

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/politics/government-to-extend-law-on-consumption-of-alcohol-in-outdoor-areas-1.4880042
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/politics/government-to-extend-law-on-consumption-of-alcohol-in-outdoor-areas-1.4880042
https://www.irishnews.com/news/republicofirelandnews/2022/05/17/news/laws-extended-in-republic-to-allow-alcohol-to-be-served-in-outdoor-seating-areas-2714072/
https://www.independent.ie/irish-news/pubs-and-restaurants-to-get-green-light-for-outdoor-seating-on-the-street-this-summer-41656614.html
https://gh.bmj.com/content/7/5/e008707
https://www.openaccessgovernment.org/does-the-alcohol-industry-donate-to-the-who-foundation-global-health/135964/
https://www.theweek.co.uk/news/uk-news/956718/does-westminster-have-an-alcohol-problem
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2022-05-nuance-liquor-health.html
https://www.campaignlive.co.uk/article/portman-group-ceo-weighs-asa-changes-low-alcohol-marketing/1738072
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/letters/assessing-alcohol-data-is-a-complex-task-1.4878838
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/letters/alcohol-industry-and-public-health-1.4881878
https://www.thesun.ie/news/8800560/irish-drinkers-relationship-alcohol-chanaging-habits-decrease/


By Taylor Foxman. Rolling Stone, 16 May. 

“Consumers have more options than ever before when it comes to what they can drink on all 

occasions throughout the day.” 

Coffee bad, red wine good? Top food myths busted 

By Rebecca Seal. The Guardian, 14 May. 

“We’re being bombarded with conflicting advice on what we should and shouldn’t put into our 

bodies. Finally, here are the definitive answers, according to the experts.” 

I’m going through the same thing as Cassie in The Flight Attendant – it’s not easy 

By Harriet Williamson. The Independent, 13 May.  

“I too have taken steps to transform my life and distance myself from the person I was when I was 

drinking.” 

 

Blogs 

Healthy life expectancy: why tackling alcohol is key 

If the Government is serious about extending healthy life expectancy for all, it must get serious 

about tackling alcohol. With the Health Disparities White Paper being published soon, IAS’ Dr Alison 

Giles looks at what should be done. 

(Institute of Alcohol Studies, 18 May) 

Alcohol Affordability Matters: Rising Costs of Living Lead to Declining Alcohol Purchases in the UK 

By Movendi. The rising cost of living is leading to reductions in household alcohol expenditure. 

(Movendi, 13 May) 

Mental Health Awareness Week: mental health and alcohol 

Managing your drinking is a key part of looking after your mental health, so for this year's Mental 

Health Awareness Week we've brought together stories, tips and information about alcohol and 

mental health. 

(Alcohol Change UK, May 2022) 

Polarisation, tension and hostility: just another day in the field of addictions. 

By Dr David McCartney. Someone relatively new to the substance use disorder area asked me 

recently why I thought there was so much division and hostility in the addiction and recovery field, 

compared to other parts of health and social care. 

(Recovery Review, 13 May) 

Hiking gives me the buzz beer used to 

When Harrison Ward quit drinking at age 30, an unexpected visitor led to a new passion. 

(Alcohol Change UK, May 2022) 

 

Watch/Listen  

Urgent action is needed to regulate the marketing of alcohol – WHO 
This short video highlights concerning developments in the way that alcohol is being marketed 

worldwide (1 min, video).  

https://www.rollingstone.com/culture-council/articles/how-the-low-and-no-alcohol-movement-reshaping-the-future-of-the-drinking-occasion-1353080/
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2022/may/14/coffee-bad-red-wine-good-top-food-myths-busted
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/the-flight-attendant-season-2-b2077492.html
https://www.ias.org.uk/2022/05/18/healthy-life-expectancy-why-tackling-alcohol-is-key/
https://movendi.ngo/news/2022/05/13/alcohol-affordability-matters-rising-costs-of-living-lead-to-declining-alcohol-purchases-in-the-uk/
https://alcoholchange.org.uk/blog/2022/mental-health-awareness-week-mental-health-and-alcohol
https://recoveryreview.blog/2022/05/13/polarisation-tension-and-hostility-just-another-day-in-the-field-of-addictions/
https://alcoholchange.org.uk/blog/2022/hiking-gives-me-the-buzz-beer-used-to
https://eucam.info/2022/05/19/urgent-action-is-needed-to-regulate-the-marketing-of-alcohol-who-promotional-video/


Bans on alcohol in remote communities to be lifted 
The change has Indigenous and health groups concerned with the Government urged to hold off 

until more consultation can take place (2 min, video).  

 

Research 

Minimum Unit Pricing (MUP) and small retailers 
New research composed of semi-structured interviews with small retailers in Scotland about their 

experiences of implementing MUP, found that, overall they reported straightforward experiences of 

implementing minimum unit pricing for alcohol in Scotland (doi: 10.1080/09687637.2022.2075251).  

Alcohol messaging in magazines 

A recent quantitative content and qualitative analysis of textual and visual alcohol depictions, 

including advertising, of 20 printed magazines targeted at women, found that women receive a 

number of mixed and contradictory messages through their magazine readership (doi: 

10.1080/09687637.2022.2051436).  

Self-reported alcohol consumption of pregnant women and their partners 
New research evaluated the self-reported alcohol use of almost 15,000 women and their partners 

during pregnancies in Finland. Results showed that 86% of women reported alcohol use before their 

pregnancies but only 4.5% reported it during. No decrease was detected in their partners’ alcohol 

use (doi: 10.1111/acer.14806).  

Patterns and predictors of alcohol use during COVID-19 in Australia 

A new study in Australia aimed to quantify changes in alcohol use during the early stages of the 

pandemic and the factors associated with various drinking patterns. Although there was no evidence 

that alcohol use increased initially, factors such as COVID-19 exposure, depression symptoms and 

male gender were associated with increased odds of high alcohol use (doi: 10.1111/acer.14858).  

 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-05-17/bans-on-alcohol-in-remote-communities-to-be-lifted/13884972
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09687637.2022.2075251
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09687637.2022.2051436#.YoNvnIf4VLU.twitter
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/acer.14806?af=R
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/acer.14858?af=R

