
 

Welcome to SHAAP’s weekly media monitoring service: 05 May 2022 – 12 May 2022 

 

NEWS 

Parliament debates on LGBTQ+ report by SHAAP and Glasgow Caledonian University 
Emma Roddick, SNP MSP for Highlands and Islands, and Co-Convener of the Cross-Party Group in the 

Scottish Parliament on LGBTI+ led the debate on how services for people with alcohol problems in 

the LGBTQ+ community can be made more effective in meeting their specific needs (SHAAP, 11 

May).  

Ministers in Scotland to consider MUP uprate 
Ministers will consider a major increase in the minimum unit price of alcohol following a review of 

the landmark policy (The Herald, 8 May).  

Calls for ‘lower drinking limits’ for overweight people to reduce risk of cancer 

Excess weight increases chances of alcohol-related cancers, study finds as experts say guidelines 

should consider levels of obesity (The Telegraph, 5 May). This story was covered in The Mirror, The 

Times, The Daily Mail, The Daily Express and The Sun.   

Portman Group updates alcohol labelling guidelines 

Alcohol watchdog the Portman Group has updated its Alcohol Labelling Guidelines (pdf) to provide 

best practice guidance to UK alcohol producers (Morning Advertiser, 10 May).  

Thomas Cook imposes “six drinks a day” rule at Spanish all-inclusive resorts 

The tour operator Thomas Cook has warned customers heading for Spain’s Balearic Islands this 

summer that “all inclusive” no longer means “unlimited drinks” (The Independent, 11 May). This 

story was covered in The Mirror, The Daily Record and The Belfast Telegraph.  

Axe-throwing venue wants alcohol rules eased 
Customers at an axe-throwing venue should be allowed to consume alcohol during sessions, its 

owners say (BBC, 10 May).  

Preventing FASD project in Australia receives funding boost 

The McGowan Labor Government is expanding Western Australia's successful Preventing FASD 

(Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder) Project with a $6.1 million funding boost to be included in the 

upcoming State Budget (Government of Western Australia, 9 May).  
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Celebrity News 

Will Young, the 2002 Pop Idol winner, shares his family’s story and talks to others about alcoholism 

(The Guardian, 10 May). This story was covered in The Sun, The Mirror, The Daily Express, The Daily 

Mail, BBC News, and The Telegraph.  

 

Views & Comments  

Alcohol excise duties should rise with inflation- Alcohol Action Ireland 
By Michael Staines. NewsTalk, 10 May.  
“Excise duties on alcohol should increase along with inflation, according to Alcohol Action Ireland.” 

Minimum pricing for alcohol is doing more harm than good 
By Readers at The National, 9 May. 
“The latest update of the research on the minimum price of alcohol confirms what I have always said, 

that this token attempt to reduce harmful drinking has had very little effect.” 

Despite well-intentioned laws, our drinking habits are too deeply ingrained 
By Readers at The National, 9 May. 
“I read with interest Max Cruickshank’s excellent long letter (May 9) on the alcohol industry and its 

power.” 

Debate over closing UK parliament bars: MPs in survey drink more than the general 

population 
By Tony Rao. The Conversation, 6 May. 
“MPs were more likely than the general population to drink at least ten units of alcohol on a typical 

drinking day.” 

Step one for ‘debauched’ MPs: stop boozing 
Letters to the Editor. The Times, 8 May.  
“Being an MP is a privileged and unique job, but it is a job nonetheless.” 

Alcoholics and drug addicts 'need our love' says broadcaster and writer Darren McGarvey 
By Mark Smith. The Herald, 7 May.  

“Everywhere Darren McGarvey goes in this city, there’s something that reminds him of his drinking 

days.” 

‘These people are in so much pain’: Darren McGarvey explores Scotland’s addictions in 

new TV series 

By Michael Alexander. The Courier, 7 May.  

“Why does Scotland have a serious problem with addiction? Michael Alexander speaks to acclaimed 

social commentator Darren McGarvey about the deep-rooted realities as he calls for an end to 

stigma.” 

You really do want it more: cravings hit harder during withdrawal 
By Francies Davies. BioTechniques, 9 May. 

“A new study in rats finds that environmental stimuli learned during the withdrawal stage of alcohol 

addiction results in intensified cravings.” 
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Blogs 

Being healthy doesn't mean you're not a hedonist 
So often, being rock n' roll goes hand in hand with boozing. Camille Vidal argues you can be a 

healthy hedonist. 

(Alcohol Change UK, May 2022) 

We need to talk about alcohol industry involvement in science 
Does the alcohol industry fund alcohol research and what impact does this have? Dr Gemma 

Mitchell, a research fellow at the University of York, spoke to researchers to find out more about 

how the industry’s involvement in science affects them. 

(Alcohol Health Alliance, 11 May) 

Annemarie Ward, CEO of Faces and Voices of Recovery UK, CEO Blog 

The remarkable work of Faces and Voices of Recovery UK never ceases to amaze us and we are very 

proud to have them as a partner in the Taking Action on Addiction campaign. Now, FAVOR UK's CEO 

Annemarie Ward updates us on their incredible work so far in 2022. 

(Action on Addiction, 9 May) 

 

Watch/Listen  

Members' Business — S6M-03631 Emma Roddick: LGBTQ+ People's Experiences of Alcohol 

Services in Scotland 
That the Parliament welcomes the publication of the report, What are LGBTQ+ people’s experiences 

of alcohol services in Scotland? (45 min, video) 

Darren McGarvey's Addictions – BBC Scotland 
Darren McGarvey explores Scotland’s dangerous love affair with alcohol. He meets doctors, 

scientists, and problem drinkers to understand why so many are drinking themselves to death (58 

min, video).  

Will Young: Losing My Twin Rupert 
Singer Will Young lived with his twin's alcoholism for over 20 years, until Rupert died in 2020. Will's 

shockingly honest and moving film explores the pain and drama of a loved one's addiction (47 min, 

video).  

Underaged drinkers exploit online delivery apps to get alcohol 
FOX 5's Perris Jones reports on the growing concerns about underaged drinkers in Virginia taking 

advantage of the state's cocktails to-go law (4 min, video).  

Employment and ‘IPS into work’ with WDP – Society for the Study of Addiction 
In this episode of Addictions Edited, Rob looks at how addiction treatment services can help people 

to find and keep employment (42 min, audio).  

Paul Merson - A Walk Through My Life – BBC Two 

Paul Merson walks through North Yorkshire, reflecting on life, career and faith. Carrying a 360-

degree camera, he also describes his struggles with drink and gambling (59 min, video).  

The impact of gender and masculinity on male loneliness and social isolation - GCU 

Annamae Burrows, a PhD student in the School of Health and Life Sciences, joins the Common Good 
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Podcast to talk about her forthcoming study into the impact of gender and masculinity on male 

loneliness and social isolation (15 min, audio).  

The Amy Winehouse Foundation - Changing Lives: Recovery Talks 

Recovery Talks is a podcast from Changing Lives where people get together to share their thoughts, 

ideas and stories of recovery and what this means to them (47 min, audio).  

 

Research 

WHO report on cross-border alcohol marketing  
A new report by the World Health Organisation (WHO) looked at the way that alcohol is being 

marketed across national borders, using more and more sophisticated methods of advertising. It 

showed that young people and heavy drinkers are increasingly targeted, often to the detriment of 

their health (WHO, 10 May).  

Exposure to alcohol and junk food advertising during the 2018 FIFA world cup 

A new study investigated the exposure of viewers to food high in fat, sugar, and salt (HFSS) and 

alcohol imagery during the FIFA 2018 world cup. Findings showed that broadcasting regulation 

intended to prevent exposure to these products were circumvented completely by sponsorship 

arrangements (doi: 10.1186/s12889-022-13233-6).  

Are Lower-Strength Beers Gateways to Higher-Strength Beers? 

A new study looked at whether buying no and low-alcohol beers increases or decreases household 

purchases of same branded higher strength beers, and found that no and low-alcohol beers do not 

act as a gateway to higher strength beer (doi: 10.1093/alcalc/agac025).  

Modest drinking and life expectancy 

A recent study aimed to balance the risks and benefits of modest drinking, and found that drinkers 

who consumed no more than one drink a day could gain nearly 1 year in life expectancy, in contrast 

to a loss of nearly 7 years if drinking more than that (doi: 10.1038/s41598-022-11427-x).  

The alcohol and tobacco industries and excise tax in the US 1986-89 
A new study searched the UCSF Industry Documents Library for data on alcohol industry actors and 

their political activities, and uncovered evidence of the alcohol industry’s efforts to shape excise tax 

policy, both at the national and state level (doi: 10.1186/s12889-022-13267-w).  
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