
 

Welcome to SHAAP’s weekly media monitoring service: 03 February 2022 – 10 February 2022 

 

NEWS 

Another picture emerges of Boris Johnson standing next to an open bottle of alcohol 
Boris Johnson has been challenged again over parties at Downing Street after a new photograph 

emerged showing him standing next to an open bottle of alcohol (STV, 9 February). This story was 

covered in The Independent, Sky News, The Times, The Liverpool Echo, LCB News and The Mirror.  

Scottish charity helps people struggling with alcohol by ‘befriending’ them 

Edinburgh charity Rowan Alba has started a new service to befriend people suffering from alcohol-

related illness while they are in hospital (BBC News, 4 February).  

Nearly half of drinkers in the North East admit they feel at risk of cancer 
2 in 5 drinkers in the North East admit they feel at risk of cancer as a result of their drinking. But 

nearly half who saw a hard-hitting alcohol cancer awareness campaign took steps towards cutting 

down (Gateshead, 3 February). This story was covered in Balance North East, The Chronicle Live and 

The Northern Echo.  

Police chief warns against football alcohol pilot proposal 
The UK’s football policing lead Mark Roberts has called plans for a pilot allowing the sale of alcohol 

in sight of the pitch “ridiculous” following increasing violence at matches (The Police Oracle, 8 

February). This story was covered in GB News.  

Alcohol Action Ireland formally complains about alcohol advertising  
Alcohol Action Ireland (AAI) has lodged a formal complaint to the HSE alleging that alcohol 

advertising was evident during European Rugby Champions Cup games in Ireland (The 

Independent.ie, 4 February). This story was covered in Alcohol Action Ireland and The Irish Examiner.  

UK wine industry warns alcohol tax rise ‘will wipe out Brexit benefits’ 
Taxing drinks by their strength will cost consumers up to £300 million a year, UK wine industry warns 

(The Telegraph, 8 February). This story was covered in The Daily Express.  

Industry leaders warn beer price rise is a ‘necessity’ 
Nightlife industry leaders have warned that the cost of a night out is set to become "considerably 

more expensive" (The Chronicle Live, 8 February). This story was covered in The Express, BBC News, 

The Sun, The Financial Times and The Guardian.  

 

https://news.stv.tv/politics/boris-johnson-pictured-at-alcohol-fuelled-lockdown-christmas-party
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/boris-johnson-quiz-alcohol-b2011269.html
https://news.sky.com/story/boris-johnson-pictured-alongside-open-bottle-of-alcohol-at-downing-street-christmas-quiz-event-amid-ongoing-partygate-scandal-12537262
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/3523d184-8998-11ec-8600-c48a9935f856?shareToken=82fd1f2616f7267214fd4c18bb41644f
https://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/news/liverpool-news/boris-johnson-responds-latest-bombshell-23037208
https://www.lbc.co.uk/politics/met-to-contact-more-than-50-people-connected-no10-partygate-breach/
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/politics/breaking-police-reviewing-decision-not-26185999.amp
https://rowanalba.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-60250740
https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/article/20267/2-in-5-drinkers-in-the-North-East-admit-they-feel-at-risk-of-cancer
https://balancenortheast.co.uk/
https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/health/massive-40-north-east-drinkers-22948764
https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/19703313.thousands-north-east-risk-cancer-due-alcohol/
https://www.policeoracle.com/news/uniformed_operations/2022/Feb/08/Halt-pitch-side-alcohol-pilot,-says-NPCC-football-lead_108576.html/specialist
https://www.policeoracle.com/news/uniformed_operations/2022/Feb/08/Halt-pitch-side-alcohol-pilot,-says-NPCC-football-lead_108576.html/specialist
https://www.gbnews.uk/news/football-police-chief-calls-to-drop-plans-for-alcohol-sales-in-stands-at-football-grounds/222172
https://www.independent.ie/news/charity-complains-that-alcohol-ads-visible-during-rugby-matches-41314011.html
https://www.independent.ie/news/charity-complains-that-alcohol-ads-visible-during-rugby-matches-41314011.html
https://alcoholireland.ie/six-nations-championship-an-opportunity-for-alcohol-producers-to-obey-the-spirit-of-public-policy/
https://www.irishexaminer.com/news/arid-40800921.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2022/02/07/rishi-sunaks-alcohol-tax-rise-will-wipe-brexit-benefits/
https://www.express.co.uk/news/politics/1562344/rishi-sunak-warning-alcohol-tax-wine-rules-brexit-advantage
https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/beer-price-nightlife-cost-rise-23021285
https://www.express.co.uk/finance/city/1562225/beer-price-inflation-brewers-cobra-adnams-Lord-Bilimoria-pubs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-60287007
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/17573062/beer-boss-warns-price-hikes/
https://www.ft.com/content/9abb2a17-7b0b-430a-a074-cf880f95bd6f
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2022/feb/07/uk-beer-prices-costs-says-cobra-lord-bilimoria


U.S. Treasury wants to stir up the alcohol market 
The U.S. Treasury Department on Wednesday flagged concerns about consolidation in the $250 

billion annual U.S. alcohol market and outlined reforms (pdf) it said could boost competition and 

save consumers hundreds of millions of dollars each year (Reuters, 9 February).  

Southwest Airlines will resume alcohol sales for the first time in two years 

Southwest Airlines will start selling alcohol on its flights once again, after pausing the sales 

due to a surge in in-flight disruptions by passengers (The Independent, 4 February). This 

story was covered in CNN, Inside Edition, The Daily Mail and Forbes.  

One in three Czechs admit to drinking and skiing 
Forty percent of men and a quarter of woman admitted to consuming alcohol on the slopes at Czech 

ski resorts (Expats.cz, 6 February).  

Celebrity News 

Ex-Manchester United striker Wayne Rooney has opened up on his battle with alcohol, saying he 

would drink for two days on his own (The Guardian, 6 February). This story was covered in BBC 

News, The Sun, The Mirror, The Daily Mail, The Daily Express and The Telegraph. 

 

Views & Comments  

Alcoholism and me: ‘I was an addicted doctor, the worst kind of patient’ 
By Carl Erik Fisher. The Guardian, 8 February. 

“My drinking and drug use pushed me over the edge into a complete breakdown. Then a stint in 

rehab made me question how much we really understand about addiction.” 

 

Fetal alcohol spectrum disorder: following Australia’s example 

By Penny A Cook and Raja A S Mukherjee. The British Medical Journal, 7 February. 

“Aiton describes the UK government’s needs assessment for fetal alcohol spectrum disorder (FASD) 

as “a wake-up call to a wide range of health professionals.” 

 

FASD: Pointing out the dangers of alcohol in the womb 

By Ann Murphy. The Irish Examiner, 7 February. 

“A blank canvas of possibility lies ahead of most children when they are born. But for some, that 

canvas has already been filled in in the early days of pregnancy, according to those with experience 

of children and young people with fetal alcohol spectrum disorder (FASD).” 

 

Children With Drug Problems Aren’t Criminals – They’re Victims 

By Ian Hamilton. Volteface, February 2022. 

“Drugs – including alcohol – play a sinister role in child sexual exploitation, and if we want to bring 

drug death numbers down, then targeted interventions during childhood are absolutely crucial.” 

 

‘Hangxiety’: why some people experience anxiety during a hangover 

By Craig Gunn. The Conversation, 4 February. 

“The morning after a night of drinking is never fun if you’ve got a hangover.” 

 

The Buzz Q&A: Why you might be wrong about minimum unit pricing 

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Competition-Report.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/business/exclusive-treasury-wants-stir-up-us-alcohol-market-help-smaller-players-2022-02-09/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/southwest-airlines-alcohol-flights-masks-b2007701.html
https://edition.cnn.com/travel/article/southwest-airlines-resumes-alcohol-service/index.html
https://www.insideedition.com/southwest-airlines-will-sell-alcoholic-beverages-on-flights-due-to-customer-demand-73063
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10477411/Southwest-Airlines-sell-alcohol-starting-mid-February-two-year-hiatus.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/michaelgoldstein/2022/02/04/happy-days-here-again-southwest-airlines-to-re-start-alcohol-service/?sh=af5f19a4af3a
https://www.expats.cz/czech-news/article/poll-more-than-a-third-of-czechs-admit-to-drinking-and-skiing
https://www.theguardian.com/football/2022/feb/06/wayne-rooney-reveals-drinking-binges-to-cope-with-playing-pressures
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/60275555
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/60275555
https://www.thesun.co.uk/sport/17558731/wayne-rooney-drinking-alcohol-man-u-anger/
https://www.mirror.co.uk/sport/football/news/rooney-documentary-mental-health-alcohol-26154732.amp
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-10484435/Wayne-Rooney-admits-self-binges-alcohol-led-tough-moments-wife-Coleen.html
https://www.express.co.uk/sport/football/1561574/Man-Utd-news-Wayne-Rooney-alcohol-struggles
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/football/2022/02/05/wayne-rooney-reveals-had-secret-drink-problem-upcoming-documentary/
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2022/feb/08/alcoholism-and-me-i-was-an-addicted-doctor-the-worst-kind-of-patient
https://www.bmj.com/content/376/bmj.o279
https://www.irishexaminer.com/news/arid-40802106.html
https://volteface.me/children-drug-problems-arent-criminals-theyre-victims/
https://theconversation.com/hangxiety-why-some-people-experience-anxiety-during-a-hangover-176285?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=The%20Weekend%20Conversation%20-%202192721737&utm_content=The%20Weekend%20Conversation%20-%202192721737+Version+B+CID_173bdd2922dda324ef863d674c6e4618&utm_source=campaign_monitor_uk&utm_term=Hangxiety%20why%20some%20people%20experience%20anxiety%20during%20a%20hangover


By Clara Murray. Buzz, 3 February. 

“Buzz spoke to alcohol policy expert Dr Tim Stockwell about the myths and misconceptions around 

the new law.” 

 

Scotch whisky: Why is Scotland's national drink penalised by higher taxes? 

By Graeme Littlejohn. The Scotsman, 9 February. 

“How alcohol is taxed in the UK is the policy equivalent of Frankenstein's monster.” 

 

Blogs 

Under the influence: is the alcohol industry using the World Trade Organization to lobby 

against alcohol policies? 
World Trade Organization member states regularly use alcohol industry arguments to prevent and 

delay the implementation of effective alcohol control policies. Here Dr Barlow explains the findings 

of her study. 

(Institute of Alcohol Studies, 8 February) 

Young People In Drug & Alcohol Treatment 2022 

Annual statistics show that COVID has quickened the continuing fall of young people in drug and 

alcohol treatment. 

(Russell Webster, 4 February) 

Pandemic Causes Big Drop In Prison Drug Treatment 

Annual secure settings report finds a drop of 18% in the number of people access drug & alcohol 

treatment in prison. 

(Russell Webster, 3 February) 

 

Watch/Listen  

The February take-home with guest Dr James Morris – Society for the Study of Addiction  
This month’s guest is Dr James Morris from London South Bank University who hosts The Alcohol 

Problem podcast. James joins the podcast regulars Dr Rob Calder and Dr Carol-Ann Getty to talk 

about the latest news, research, policy and debates relating to addiction (45 min, audio).  

PMQs: MP asks Boris Johnson about new Downing Street Christmas quiz photo – BBC  
Boris Johnson has been asked to explain a new photograph that appears to show him and others 

with alcohol, food and people wearing tinsel at a Christmas party during lockdown (1 min, video).  

NHS Stigma Kills Campaign- NHS APA 
Stigma is created through our perceptions, words and actions. Stigmatising beliefs and attitudes 

have a devastating effect on a person's ability to seek help and support (3 min, video).  

 

Research 

Assessing peer-delivered intervention for people who experience homelessness with 

problem substance use: SHARPS study. 

https://www.buzz.ie/lifestyle/health/minimum-unit-pricing-benefits-health-26122639
https://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/columnists/scotch-whisky-why-is-scotlands-national-drink-penalised-by-higher-taxes-graeme-littlejohn-3558056
https://www.ias.org.uk/2022/02/08/under-the-influence-is-the-alcohol-industry-using-the-world-trade-organization-to-lobby-against-alcohol-policies/
https://www.ias.org.uk/2022/02/08/under-the-influence-is-the-alcohol-industry-using-the-world-trade-organization-to-lobby-against-alcohol-policies/
https://www.russellwebster.com/young-people-in-drug-alcohol-treatment-2022/
https://www.russellwebster.com/pandemic-causes-big-drop-in-prison-drug-treatment/
https://www.addiction-ssa.org/podcast-the-february-take-home-with-guest-dr-james-morris/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-politics-60321005?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=KARANGA
https://www.nhsapa.org/stigma


A new mixed-methods study looked at the link between trusting relationships with non-judgemental 

staff and service engagement. The findings established that a peer-delivered, relational harm 

reduction intervention is acceptable to, and feasible and accessible for, people experiencing 

homelessness and problem substance use (doi: 10.1186/s12954-021-00582-5). 

Simultaneous Alcohol/Cannabis Use and Driving Under the Influence in the U.S. 
A new study examined whether simultaneous use of alcohol/cannabis is associated with higher odds 

of reporting driving under the influence of alcohol and cannabis in the U.S., and found that People 

reporting simultaneous alcohol/cannabis use were more likely to report cannabis-related driving 

under the influence (doi: 10.1016/j.amepre.2021.11.009). This research was covered in Eurekalert. 

Systematic review of FASD Universal and Primary Prevention 

A new systematic review investigated the effectiveness of universal FASD prevention and primary 

preventive strategies, and found that different types of approaches can be effective in raising FASD 

knowledge and therefore potentially changing behaviour but more high-quality studies are needed 

(doi: 10.1007/s10935-021-00658-9).  

Commentary - Youth drinking in decline: What are the implications for public health, 

public policy and public debate? 
Youth drinking has declined across most high-income countries in the last 20 years. Although 

researchers and commentators have explored the nature and drivers of decline, they have paid less 

attention to its implications (doi: 10.1016/j.drugpo.2022.103606). 

ICYMI: Alcohol-related hepatitis admissions increased 50% in the early days of COVID 

A new study conducted in the United States showed that the number of Alcohol-Related 

Liver Disease (ARLD) admissions and the proportion of total admissions represented by 

ARLD patients increased significantly in 2020 compared to previous years (doi: 

10.1111/liv.15172). This research was covered in Medical Xpress.  

https://harmreductionjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12954-021-00582-5
https://www.ajpmonline.org/article/S0749-3797(21)00606-1/fulltext
https://www.eurekalert.org/news-releases/942307
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10935-021-00658-9#citeas
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0955395922000263?via%3Dihub
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/liv.15172
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/liv.15172
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2022-02-admissions-alcoholic-hepatitis-rose-percent.html

