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#MUP saves lives
1. The current call is specifically to 
support the Scottish case. 

Different countries operate different 
alcohol policies. Although some 
other countries, including Ireland and 
Estonia, are considering introducing 
MUP, Scotland is not suggesting that 
other  EU countries should adopt this 
policy.

2. Twenty Scots die every week 
because of alcohol.

In 2011, the alcohol-related death 
rate in Scotland was almost twice 
that of 1982. Hospital admissions for 
alcoholic liver disease have more than 
quadrupled in the past 30 years and 
Scotland now has one of the highest 
cirrhosis mortality rates in Western 
Europe. 

3. MUP saves lives.

MUP policy sets a ‘floor price’ below 
which alcohol cannot be sold, based 
on the amount of alcohol contained in 
the product. In parts of Canada, when 
minimum price has been consistently 
and rigorously implemented, it has 
resulted in a reduction in the amount 
people drink, with fewer hospital 
admissions and fewer alcohol-related 
deaths. MUP enjoys strong support 
from all health bodies in Scotland, the 
United Kingdom and Europe.

4. Harmful drinkers benefit most 
from MUP.

MUP is particularly effective at 
reducing the amount of alcohol drunk 
by harmful drinkers as they tend to buy 
most of the cheap alcohol. Harmful 
drinkers on low incomes will benefit 
most in terms of improved health and 
wellbeing.

5. MUP targets cheap, strong 
alcohol sold in supermarkets and 
off-licences.

Drinks like own brand vodka or gin, 
strong white cider and super strength 
lager, mostly produced in the United 
Kingdom, will be affected. It will not 
affect pubs, clubs and restaurants.

6. MUP works with taxation to 
regulate alcohol price.

The EU excise duty structure for wine 
and cider prevents targeting drinks by 
strength. EU rules are that a 15% wine 
carries the same excise duty as an 
11% wine and a 4% cider the same as 
a 7.5% cider, whereas MUP allows the 
price on the shelf to relate directly to 
the alcohol content. 

7. MUP is legal in Scotland but has 
yet to be implemented.

UK and EU trade laws allow in 
principle for the setting of a minimum 
price for the retail sale of alcohol 
for public health purposes by a 
government or public authority. The 
Scottish legislation was passed without 
opposition in May 2012. The Minimum 
Unit Price (MUP) was set at 50p per 
unit. The legislation should have been 
implemented in April 2013.

8. Global alcohol producers have 
blocked MUP implementation with 
legal challenges.

The Scottish legislation was due to 
come into force in April 2013 but this 
was delayed by a legal challenge by 
trade bodies representing international 
alcohol producers – the Scotch Whisky 
Association (SWA), the European 
Spirits Association (Spirits Europe) and 
Comite European des Enterprises Vins 
(CEEV). 

9. Europe will now decide.

The case has now been referred to the 
European Court of Justice (ECJ) to ask 
for its opinion. MUP will not come into 
force until the legal process is complete. 

10. European NGOs can support the 
Scottish case.

In considering its position, the ECJ will 
ask for written submissions from EU 
member states, trade bodies and the 
Scottish Government, as well as from 
the European Commission. This will 
happen towards the end of 2014. Any 
help you can provide in influencing 
the opinions being submitted is 
appreciated.

#MUPsaveslives
Contact details for support and 
advice regarding this campaign
The following staff, based in 
Scotland and Brussels, are available 
to provide support, advice and 
updates and we would welcome any 
ideas that you have:

Eric Carlin (SHAAP)  
shaap.director@rcpe.ac.uk 
+44 131 247 3665 
+44 750 508 1784
Dr. Peter Rice (SHAAP) 
peter.rice@nhs.net 
+44 7740 937732
Nils Garnes (Eurocare) 
nils.garnes@eurocare.org 
+32 2 736 05 72 
+32 474663460
Zoltan Massay-Kosubek (EPHA) 
zoltan@epha.org 
+32 2 2333872 
Skype: massay.zoltan

You can also raise the profile of 
this issue by using the hashtag 
#MUPsaveslives on your 
communications.
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