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Patients waiting longer for alcohol treatment on the rise 

https://stv.tv/news/scotland/1436571-patients-six-weeks-wait-for-drug-and-alcohol-treatment/  

The number of people waiting six weeks or more to start their first treatment for drug or alcohol has 

risen by around five per cent in a year, new figures show. The latest NHS Scotland Information 

Services Division (ISD) statistics show that by December 31 last year, a total of 2,547 people were 

waiting to start treatment. Of these, 364 (14.3%) had been waiting more than six weeks - double the 

three week or under target - up from 236 (9.4%) at the same time the previous year. […] 

Source: STV news, 26 March 2019 

 

Dundee councillor objects to more alcohol being sold in Hilltown Tesco store 

https://www.eveningtelegraph.co.uk/fp/dundee-councillor-objects-to-more-alcohol-being-sold-in-

hilltown-tesco-store/?sso-c=MC45Nzg5NDMwMCAxNTUzNjAyNTc0  

Ken Lynn hit out after he was forced to withdraw his opposition to Tesco selling more alcohol at its 

Strathmartine Road shop. The chain had approached the city licensing board asking to reduce its 

alcohol offering at one store so it could increase it at two others. Its bid to sacrifice a proportion of 

licensed shelving space from its Murraygate store and boost its offerings at its Strathmartine Road 

and Hawkhill stores was approved. However, Mr Lynn – who sits on the city’s health and social care 

partnership – had attempted to oppose the Hilltown move. […] 

Source: Evening Telegraph, 26 March 2019 

 

Female alcohol deaths increase by 65% 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-47705077   

One of Northern Ireland's leading liver consultants has voiced concern about the growing number of 

women dying from alcohol-related diseases. Dr Roger McCorry leads the Belfast Trust's Alcohol Care 

Team. He said the number of number of young women he is seeing with advanced liver disease was 

"tragic". Between 2013 and 2017 there was a 65% increase in female alcohol-related deaths. […] 

https://stv.tv/news/scotland/1436571-patients-six-weeks-wait-for-drug-and-alcohol-treatment/
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-47705077


Source: BBC News NI, 28 March 2019 

 

Dying for wine-oclock: binge drinking at home is becoming a serious health problem for women 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/ireland/dying-for-wine-o-clock-binge-drinking-at-home-is-

becoming-a-serious-health-problem-for-women-7mpfnllqk  

Roisin Sheridan attended Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in the 1980s when she was recovering 

from addiction. “Back then it was mostly men,” she recalls. “I would say there seems to be a larger 

number of women alcoholics now than there used to be.” Health professionals reckon Sheridan’s 

hunch is correct. Women are catching up with men when it comes to problem drinking and health 

problems caused by alcohol — and a big part of the problem is the “wine o’clock” habit: regular 

home drinking to relieve stress, as a reward for getting through the day, or as a crutch to make life 

feel better for a while. […] 

Source: The Times, 24 March 2019 

 

Should alcohol be banned on flights? 

https://www.theguardian.com/travel/shortcuts/2019/mar/18/should-alcohol-be-banned-flights-

drunken-brawl-plane  

Since commercial airlines took to the air, drinking and flying have tended to go hand in hand, with 

drink seeming to add to the pleasing sense of disembodiment at 36,000ft. But for how much longer? 

In the face of a rising tide of drink-fuelled violence and antisocial behaviour, highlighted by a boozy 

confrontation on a flight from Glasgow to Tenerife over the weekend that ended with one man 

badly injured, there are increasing calls for booze on flights and at airports to be restricted. […] 

Source: The Guardian, 18 March 2019 

 

UK records over 400 disruptive passenger incidents in 2018 

http://www.airport-world.com/news/general-news/7073-uk-records-over-400-disruptive-

passenger-incidents-in-2018.html  

The UK Civil Aviation Authority has revealed that 413 passengers caused disruption on aircraft in 

2018 – four less than the year before despite rising traffic demand. The decline is a success of sorts 

as passenger numbers at UK airports have soared by 8.9% since 2016, but more clearly needs to be 

done to stop often intoxicated individuals from causing problems onboard aircraft. The UK 

Government is currently reviewing responses to its consultation on Airside Alcohol Licensing at 

airports. The CAA's figures refer to any passenger incident threatening the safety of an aircraft, 

whether or not alcohol related. […] 

Source: Airport World, 22 March 2019 
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Funding awarded to 23 projects to help those affected by alcohol 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/funding-awarded-to-23-projects-to-help-those-affected-by-

alcohol  

A £6 million capital fund has today, Friday 22 March 2019, been awarded to 23 projects across the 

country enabling local authorities to invest in improving services and facilities for people with 

alcohol problems. This is the fourth time Public Health England (PHE) has led a programme of 

supporting alcohol and drug treatment and recovery through capital funding. Alcohol misuse costs 

society £21 billion each year, and effective alcohol treatment can help to reduce the burden placed 

on health and social care services. […] 

Source: Gov.uk (press release), 22 March 2019 

 

Alcohol, are we kidding ourselves? 

http://www.balancenortheast.co.uk/latest-news/alcohol-are-we-kidding-ourselves  

Are we kidding ourselves when it comes to alcohol? That’s the question being raised as a new report 

released today highlights the North East’s drinking habits.  Around 550,000 North East adults are 

drinking above the recommended limit of no more than 14 units a week to stay “low risk”. And most 

drinkers who are drinking at these higher levels believe they are moderate or low risk drinkers. The 

report by Balance, the North East Alcohol Office, warns many thousands of people in our region are 

risking health problems and an early death from alcohol without being aware of the necessary 

information around units. […] 

Source: Balance, 25 March 2019 

 

Heineken F1 partnership slammed: Alcohol, speed and sport a deadly cocktail 

http://eucam.info/2019/03/14/heineken-f1-partnership-slammed-alcohol-speed-and-sport-a-

deadly-cocktail/  

Road trauma and safety experts fear the fatal consequences of Heineken’s high profile Formula 1 

sponsorship, ahead of the Australian Grand Prix in Melbourne this weekend, and have accused 

Heineken of recklessly encouraging drink driving. The Royal Australasian College of Surgeons says 

Heineken’s celebration and promotion of alcohol and speed at one of Australia’s highest profile 

sporting events is simply unacceptable when alcohol is already involved in 30 per cent of fatal 

crashes each year. […] 

Source: EUCAM, 14 March 2019 
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Could ‘alcosynth’ provide all the joy of booze – without the dangers? 

https://www.theguardian.com/science/2019/mar/26/an-innocent-drink-could-alcosynth-provide-

all-the-joy-of-booze-without-the-dangers  

Scientist David Nutt memorably said alcohol is more dangerous than crack. Now, he is trying to 

invent a healthy synthetic alternative, and the race is on to get it to market. […] 

Source: The Guardian, 26 March 2019 

 

Alcoholism costs Canadians $15bn a year, and that’s just the financial cost say Manitoba experts 

https://globalnews.ca/news/5060998/alcoholism-has-social-financial-costs-manitoba-

experts/  

The cost of alcoholism can be much more than a financial one. Throughout 680 CJOB’s investigation 

on the dark side of alcohol, experts in law enforcement, addiction, medicine, and beyond have all 

talked about the social costs of alcohol abuse. According to Winnipeg police, alcohol abuse might be 

the ‘most taxing and common issue’ cops face on a daily basis. “When our call volumes spike, we 

look back on what happens, and whether it’s Christmas or a long weekend … it’s always the key,” 

police Cst. Rob Carver told 680 CJOB. […] 

Source: Global News, 17 March 2019 
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