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Funding to Alcohol and Drug Partnerships in Tayside slashed by 22% despite drug deaths 

‘emergency’ 

https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/local/dundee/938182/funding-to-alcohol-and-drug-

partnerships-in-tayside-slashed-by-22-despite-drug-deaths-emergency/  

Funding to Alcohol and Drug Partnerships (ADPs) in Tayside has been slashed by more than 22% 

since 2015, despite ministers acknowledging the region now faces a drug deaths “emergency”. 

Services in Tayside have had their allocation cut from £5,365,016 in 2014-15 to £4,158,654 in 2018-

19. During the same period, funding also fell in Fife from £4,271,481 to £3,297,788. […] 

Source: The Courier, 19 July 2019 

 

Half of young drinkers unaware of alcohol packaging health warnings – study 

https://www.heraldseries.co.uk/news/national/17792208.half-young-drinkers-unaware-alcohol-

packaging-health-warnings-study/  

About half of the UK’s young drinkers are unaware of health messages or warnings on alcohol 

packaging, according to new research. The study, led by the University of Stirling and the Cancer 

Policy Research Centre at Cancer Research UK, focused on the extent of which those aged between 

11 and 19 were aware of such product information. When it came to recalling the total number of 

health messages, 47% of those who identified as “current drinkers” said none – answering “don’t 

know”. […] 

Source: The Herald, 24 July 2019 

 

Meet the Maryhill Milan players who tackled addiction 

https://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/17785518.meet-maryhill-milan-players-tackled-addiction/  

FOR a group of men in north Glasgow, the football team that binds them is more than a sporting 

club, it’s a brotherhood. Maryhill Milan was set up by Jamie Butler, 36, a former addict who took on 

his demons and won and now devotes his life to helping others do the same. After years of problem 
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drinking and prison time, the father-of-four gave up alcohol, but it wasn’t long before he found other 

ways to check out. […] 

Source: Evening Times, 22 July 2019 

 

Ban alcohol sales at family events, say health boards 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/ban-alcohol-sales-at-family-events-say-health-boards-0nnxj0jn8  

Health officials have called for alcohol to be banned from sale at family events over concerns that 

children are being exposed to harmful drinking. The move could result in summer events such as 

fairs and Highland Games going dry to prevent children copying adult behaviour. The Scottish 

government is consulting on changes to the Licensing Act including how occasional drink licences are 

granted for one-off or short events. However, responses from health boards across Scotland have 

recommended that no event which is marketed towards children or families be granted a licence. 

[…] 

Source: The Times, 22 July 2019 

 

Mental health NHS care branded ‘scandalous’ by top doctor over bed shortage 

https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/scotlands-shortage-hospital-beds-mentally-

18326126  

A respected doctor has blasted the state of Scotland’s mental health services as “scandalous”. Dr 

John Budd said he “regularly” finds it impossible to get a mental health bed anywhere in Scotland for 

patients who need them. A recent report by Herriot Watt University found “a gaping hole in mental 

health services provision” in Scotland. […] 

Source: Daily Record, 17 July 2019 

 

Prevention Green Paper: AHA Statement 

http://ahauk.org/pgp/  

Responding to the publication of the Government’s Prevention Green Paper, Sir Ian Gilmore, Chair of 

the Alcohol Health Alliance UK, said: “It’s strange that the Prevention Green Paper is so inconsistent: 

the Government wants the UK to lead the world in tobacco control but won’t apply pressures to 

alcohol harms. Like tobacco, alcohol causes cancer; like tobacco, alcohol can have serious effects on 

the health and wellbeing of children; like tobacco, alcohol leads to early avoidable deaths. Liver 

disease is rising while the cost of alcohol is falling. […] 

Source: AHA UK, 23 July 2019 

 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/ban-alcohol-sales-at-family-events-say-health-boards-0nnxj0jn8
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/scotlands-shortage-hospital-beds-mentally-18326126
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/scotlands-shortage-hospital-beds-mentally-18326126
http://ahauk.org/pgp/


Leading healthcare organizations urge Government to prioritise a new alcohol strategy 

https://www.news-medical.net/news/20190719/Leading-healthcare-organizations-urge-

Government-to-prioritize-a-new-alcohol-strategy.aspx  

The BMA and other leading healthcare organizations have written to the public health minister 

expressing their growing concerns over the impact that alcohol is having on the nation’s health 

urging the Government to prioritize a new alcohol strategy. In the letter to Seema Kennedy MP, the 

BMA board of science chair, Professor Dame Parveen Kumar, along with the chairs of the Royal 

Colleges, warn of the ‘escalating risk to public health’… […] 

Source: News-Medical, 19 July 2019 

 

End of life care for people with alcohol and drug problems: Findings from a Rapid Evidence 

Assessment 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/hsc.12807  

Abstract: People who use alcohol and other drugs (hereafter “substances”) and who are over the 

age of 40 are now more likely to die of a non‐drug related cause than people who use substances 

under the age of 40. This population will therefore potentially need greater access to palliative and 

end of life care services. […] 

Source: Wiley Online Review, 11 July 2019 

 

‘I feel like I have to become part of that identity’: Negotiating femininities and friendships through 

alcohol in Newcastle, UK 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0955395919301975  

Abstract: Whilst women’s excessive alcohol consumption has traditionally been regarded as a 

potential threat to health, safety and even femininity, recent research highlights the important role 

that alcohol plays in many young women’s lives. Drawing on data from semi-structured interviews 

with women aged 18–25 in Newcastle, UK, this paper will consider the role that alcohol can play in 

the negotiation of female friendships in the Night Time Economy, highlighting the ways in which 

young women may regard alcohol as a tool to enhance socialising, trust and intimacy (both when 

pre-drinking and in bars, pubs and clubs). The role of alcohol in ‘doing’ gender and femininity will 

also be explored… […] 

Source: Science Direct, 22 July 2019 

 

Powerful medical group wants to introduce minimum prices for alcohol 

https://www.news-medical.net/news/20190719/Leading-healthcare-organizations-urge-Government-to-prioritize-a-new-alcohol-strategy.aspx
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https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/food/drink/powerful-medical-group-wants-to-introduce-

minimum-prices-for-alcohol/news-story/4486d776cdf98580e1bdc6f47d96a8e2  

A powerful medical association has called for a minimum price for alcohol to be introduced to 

discourage people from binge-drinking cheap booze. The Royal Australian College of Physicians 

(RACP) wants current lockout laws in Sydney restricting the sale of alcohol and limiting the operation 

of nightclubs to not only be retained but strengthened. In a submission to a NSW parliamentary 

review of the controversial laws, the group also proposes a number of new measures, including a 

floor price on alcohol. […] 

Source: News.com, 22 July 2019 

 

Drink driver rescues crashed drink driver, both arrested 

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=12252638  

When a woman came to rescue her friend after he crashed allegedly driving drunk, she ended up 

getting arrested herself. Police were called about midnight last night, when a 27-year-old man rolled 

his car down a bank from Queens' Dr to High St, Dunedin. He was found to have an excess breath 

alcohol reading of 951 micrograms of alcohol per litre of breath. The legal limit is 250mcg. […] 

Source: NZ Herald, 25 July 2019 
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