
 

 Welcome to SHAAP’s weekly media monitoring service:  1st August 2019 

Alcohol minimum pricing ‘implemented effectively’ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-49182794  

The new policy of minimum unit pricing for alcohol (MUP) has been implemented effectively, a 

report has found. The first study of the policy, which came into force in May 2018, found compliance 

was high among licensed premises in Scotland. The report published by NHS Health Scotland is one 

of a series of evaluations of MUP, which was the first policy of its kind in the world. […] 

Source: BBC news, 01 August 2019 

 

Scots are going on ‘alcohol cruises’ to England to get around minimum pricing 

https://www.scotsman.com/health/scots-are-going-on-alcohol-cruises-to-england-to-get-around-

minimum-pricing-1-4974742  

Scots are getting around the introduction of higher alcohol prices by going on “booze cruises” and 

ordering beer and wine online from supermarkets in England, according to a report published today. 

The study carried out by NHS Scotland said there was “anecdotal” evidence of people driving across 

the Border to stock up on cheaper alcohol to bring home for their family and friends. […] 

Source: The Scotsman, 01 August 2019 

 

Café hopes to help more Dundee drug users and alcoholics on the road to recovery 

https://www.eveningtelegraph.co.uk/fp/cafe-hopes-to-help-more-dundee-drug-users-and-

alcoholics-on-the-road-to-recovery/ 

Recovering drug addict Jamie polishes off breakfast at Dundee’s R&R Cafe as the laughter of kids 

echoes around the church hall. He has tried twice to kick his heroin habit and, asked if he thinks he 

can beat it this time, the former mechanic shrugs and says quietly, “Aye, maybe third time lucky…” 

Jamie was one of the visitors to the Revive and Restore Cafe which opens every Friday at Coldside 

Parish Church for a regular bite to eat and a cuppa. […] 

Source: Evening Telegraph, 31 July 2019 
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Bottles of alcohol will finally carry healthy drinking guidelines more than three years after new 

rule was introduced 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-7303043/Bottles-alcohol-finally-carry-information-

healthy-drinking-guidelines.html  

Alcohol firms will finally put strict new drinking guidelines on bottle and can labels three-and-a-half 

years after they were drawn up. Updated advice directing both men and women to drink no more 

than 14 units a week was published by the Government’s chief medical officer in January 2016. It 

says there is no ‘safe level’ of consumption and is far more stringent than the old guidance, which 

recommended a maximum of three to four units a day for men, or two to three units for women. […] 

Source: Daily Mail, 30 July 2019 

 

Alcohol taxes can improve health outcomes and stimulate the UK economy 

https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/alcohol-taxes-double-dividend/  

Contrary to government thinking, higher taxes on alcohol would not be bad for the economy as a 

whole: they would bring economic benefits, as well as be an effective public health measure, writes 

Aveek Bhattacharya. This potential ‘double dividend’ is the reason why the next Chancellor will do 

well to look again at alcohol duty. […] 

Source: LSE blog, 24 July 2019 

  

England failing to tackle alcohol ‘epidemic’, say researchers 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-49126495  

Massive cuts to alcohol rehab services mean a "national epidemic" of alcohol-related problems is not 

being tackled, King's College London researchers say. And people with drink problems in England are 

less than half as likely to receive the right help as those in Scotland and Wales. More than £100m has 

been cut since services in England were reorganised in 2012, the study found. […] 

Source: BBC News, 30 July 2019 

 

The ‘dual stigma’ of alcohol-related brain damage 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-49171526  

Alcohol-related brain damage, a condition similar to dementia, is poorly understood and often 

missed by health professionals, a study by charity Alcohol Change UK says. And patients struggling 

with the "double stigma" of brain impairment and alcohol addiction often end up in accident and 
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emergency units because of a lack of community services. The condition affects balance and makes 

it difficult for patients to process new information. They can also become confused and experience 

memory loss. […] 

Source: BBC news, 31 July 2019 

 

Facebook and Instagram to crack down on tobacco, alcohol and vaping… 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-7282365/Facebook-cracks-alcohol-tobacco-vaping-

Firm-restrict-related-posts-18-users.html  

Facebook is making steps to clean up its image for underage users, according to a report detailing 

the company's plans to restrict the sale of tobacco and alcohol on both of its social networks. 

According to CNN, both Facebook and Instagram plan to prohibit the sale or transfer of tobacco and 

e-cigarettes on its platform, in addition to placing an 18-years-or-older age restriction on any 

content related to the sale of tobacco. The policy, which is set to go into effect today, will also apply 

to posts promoting alcohol. […] 

Source: Daily Mail, 24 July 2019 

 

Implementing managed alcohol programmes in hospital settings: A review of academic and grey 

literature 

https://findings.org.uk/PHP/dl.php?file=Brooks_HL_1.cab&s=eb  

Abstinence is frequently a necessary condition for receiving inpatient care, but may not always be a 

realistic goal – particularly among people who are homeless or otherwise socioeconomically 

disadvantaged. An alternative is to implement managed alcohol programmes in hospitals, whereby 

patients can be given tailored doses of alcohol to address their cravings and prevent withdrawal. 

Studies in hospitals and the wider community indicate that this is a feasible approach, though 

further work is needed to develop and evaluate protocols for the administration of alcohol in acute 

care settings. […] 

Source: Drug&AlcoholFindings, 11 July 2019 

 

Screening, brief intervention and referral to treatment for opioid and other substance use during 

infertility treatment 

https://findings.org.uk/PHP/dl.php?file=Wright_TE_2.cab&s=eb  

Drug and alcohol problems are more common than many conditions routinely screened for in 

infertility treatment. A review describes in practical terms how screening, brief intervention, and 

referral to treatment could be integrated into the routine practice of reproductive specialists. For 

women who fall into the higher-risk category, a referral to treatment for substance use disorders 
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should be made before any infertility treatment is initiated – the same as for other mental health or 

medical conditions. […] 

Source: Drug&AlcoholFindings, 03 July 2019 

 

All night public transport hasn’t reduced alcohol-related harm in Melbourne 

https://theconversation.com/all-night-public-transport-hasnt-reduced-alcohol-related-harm-in-

melbourne-118999  

The Victorian government introduced 24-hour public transport on Friday and Saturday nights in 

Melbourne from January 1 2016. Services mostly run every hour from 1am to 5am on all 

metropolitan lines with some additional tram and bus services. The initiative, originally labelled 

“Homesafe”, was proposed as a convenient and safe way to travel in and out of the city throughout 

the night. But our research shows it did not reduce alcohol-related violence and road accidents. […] 

Source: The conversation, 21 July 2019 

SAVE THE DATE! The Global Alcohol Policy Conference 2020 is taking place in Dublin, Ireland from 
9-11 March next year. For information and to register: https://www.gapc2020.org  
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