Tuesday 17 June 2008
Scottish Health Action on Alcohol Problems (SHAAP)1 welcomes the government’s new alcohol strategy launched today which the organisation believes will go a long way towards tackling harmful alcohol use in Scotland. 
SHAAP particularly welcomes the aim to reduce overall alcohol consumption and proposals to regulate the price and availability of alcohol. International evidence, reviewed by SHAAP in report published last year,2 demonstrates a clear link between per capita alcohol consumption and the level of alcohol-related harm a country experiences and also establishes that increasing alcohol price is one of the most effective single policy measures that governments can take to reduce harm.  

Dr Bruce Ritson, chair of SHAAP, said today:

“Harmful alcohol use costs Scotland billions each year and affects every area of our national life. The Scottish Government has rightly identified alcohol as Scotland’s leading public health priority and is to be applauded in taking a long-term, evidence-based approach to tackling alcohol misuse in this new strategy.” 
For more information please contact Evelyn Gillan on 0131 247 3667 or 07747159242

Notes for Editors

1. Scottish Health Action on Alcohol Problems (SHAAP) is an independent advocacy group which has been established by the Scottish Medical Royal Colleges and Faculties to raise awareness about alcohol-related harm and to promote solutions based on the best available evidence. www.shaap.org.uk
2. Alcohol: Price, Policy and Public Health, SHAAP, December 2007.

