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Experts Call for Scottish Government to Establish Minimum Prices for Alcoholic Drinks in Scotland
Scottish Health Action on Alcohol Problems (SHAAP) today publish a report which calls on the Scottish Government to use the provisions of the new licensing legislation to establish minimum prices for alcoholic drinks. The report estimates that a 10% rise in alcohol price would save the lives of 479 Scottish men and 265 women every year. 

The report presents the findings of a workshop attended by experts, including health economists, from Scotland, England and Ireland to consider action that government can take on alcohol pricing to reduce the current levels of alcohol-related harm. Alcohol: Price, Policy and Public Health summarises the international evidence which establishes a link between alcohol consumption and harm and identifies controls on price and availability as among the most effective policy options available to government to reduce alcohol-related harm. 
Dr Bruce Ritson, chair of SHAAP said today:

“The evidence shows a clear link between alcohol price and harm. We believe that setting minimum prices could save the lives of almost 750 Scots every year. No single policy initiative will solve all the alcohol problems in our society but price is a significant factor in rising consumption levels and associated harm. But more importantly, it is an area in which government action could make a real difference in reducing alcohol harm in Scotland which is costing us over £1 billion pounds every year.   
“The purpose of alcohol policy is to reduce levels of harm which are widely recognised as  being much too high. The government has rightly identified alcohol as Scotland’s leading public health priority. We urge the Scottish government to implement the action outlined in the report today”.

Other recommendations in the report call on the Scottish Government to:

· End irresponsible alcohol promotions in all licensed premises in Scotland
· Make representation to Westminster to increase alcohol duty and link alcohol taxes to inflation

· Make representation to Westminster to link levels of taxation to alcohol strength

· Consider whether there is a need for an independent, regulatory body to protect the health of the nation in relation to alcohol.

Professor Ian Gilmore, the President of the Royal College of Physicians (London) and convener of the UK Alcohol Health Alliance welcomed the recommendations contained in the report today, saying:    
“We strongly support the public policy measures on alcohol that SHAAP is raising with the Scottish Government. They are very similar to those raised by the Alcohol Health Alliance UK, and strong measures will be needed if we are to prevent the health damage caused across the UK by alcohol misuse.  As Scotland led the way in smokefree policies and also by embedding a public health principle in the new licensing legislation, we await with interest the response of the Scottish Government.” 
For more information please contact Petrina MacNaughton 0131 247 3667 or 07747159242

Notes for Editors

1. Scottish Health Action on Alcohol Problems (SHAAP) is an independent advocacy group which has been established by the Scottish Medical Royal Colleges and Faculties to raise awareness about alcohol-related harm and to promote solutions based on the best available evidence. www.shaap.org.uk   

2. The expert workshop was convened by SHAAP on 27th September 2007. Prior to the workshop, SHAAP undertook an extensive literature review of the evidence and expert participants from Scotland, England and the Republic of Ireland participated in the production of evidence summaries. SHAAP also commissioned two legal opinions to inform the workshop and received written evidence from alcohol industry interests. The full report is available from www.shaap.org.uk.  

3. The Alcohol Health Alliance UK brings together medical bodies, patient representatives and alcohol health campaigners and has recently called for an increase in alcohol taxation. The call for an increase in alcohol tax has been supported by the Chief Medical Officer in England.
