Points for letter writing
· Raise your concern about the high level of alcohol-related health harm in Scotland, where alcohol-related mortality has nearly tripled over the past 30 years and with death rates highest in the most deprived communities in the country.
· Explain the impact that rising levels of alcohol-related health harm are having on the NHS and the health services that you help provide. 
· Say why you believe that establishing a minimum price for alcohol will help reduce alcohol-related health harm in Scotland:

· that alcohol has become much more affordable, particularly with the increased availability of cheap alcohol sold in supermarkets;

· that many more people are choosing to drink at home because it is cheaper, or to ‘pre-load’ with cheap supermarket alcohol before going out for an evening. The consequence of these practices is an increase in overall alcohol consumption and an increase in burden of harm due to alcohol use;  

· that setting a minimum price for alcohol will reduce the price gap between the off-licence and on-licence trade and have the effect of lowering overall consumption with significant health benefits for the Scottish population.

· Express the hope that politicians will set aside political differences on this important health issue and work together to implement an evidence-based alcohol policy that puts the health and well-being of the Scottish population first. 
